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On the Open Internet, a Web of Dark Alleys


Former central intelligence director George Tenet urged a corralling of cyberspace at a Dec. 1 technology security conference, warning that otherwise terrorists will continue to "work anonymously and remotely to inflict enormous damage at little cost or risk to themselves." Though ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1220m.html#item1>      to the top 
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File-Sharing Tool Gaining Users


BitTorrent online file-sharing software, which enables users to share large fragments of data, operates differently from other types of file-sharing software in that data flows faster as the number of people using the software increases. BitTorrent is less vulnerable to spoofing than ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1220m.html#item2>      to the top 
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Network Robot Project Gets Boost


South Korea's network-based robots are a good idea that will dramatically speed tasks, says Carnegie Mellon University computer science professor Raj Reddy. Starting next year, the South Korean Ministry of Information and Communications plans to test five different types of robots that will ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1220m.html#item3>      to the top 
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Anthropologists to Beat Gadget Rage


Companies are enlisting anthropologists to make high-tech products and services easier to use. For example, Lancaster University anthropologist Lucy Suchman reasoned in the 1980s that users of Xerox photocopiers would be less frustrated if there was a large green Copy button, which became a ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1220m.html#item4>      to the top 
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Scientists Hope to End Book-Breaking Work


One of the frustrations of copying material in books is the risk of damaging their spines by flattening the books against the copier's scanning surface so as to avoid warped and poorly illuminated text that may inhibit clear reading. To counter this problem, Xerox researchers Beilei Xu and ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1220m.html#item5>      to the top 

  _____  

Rice University Computer Scientists Find a Flaw in Google's New Desktop Search Program


Rice University computer scientist Dan Wallach and two graduate students uncovered a potentially crucial composition flaw in Google's recently released desktop PC search program. The program indexes content on a user's local hard disk and then integrates Web search results with local ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1220m.html#item6>      to the top 
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BT's Buzzing Hive of Ideas Has Designs on the Future


British Telecom's BT Exact research division is the center of a growing innovation hub located near Ipswich in the United Kingdom. BT Exact is joined in the Adastral Park site by a number of spinoff firms and academic institutions such as University College London and the University of Essex. ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1220m.html#item7>      to the top 
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Open 3D Operating System Ripe for Commercial Development


The Croquet Project has tapped its first third-party developer to create commercial software for Croquet, an open-source computer software and network architecture. 3Dsolve, a developer of collaborative simulation learning solutions with interactive 3D graphics, will help researchers at ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1220m.html#item8>      to the top 
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Synthetic Vision Is No Fake


The Synthetic Vision system developed by NASA and its industry collaborators aims to dramatically reduce airplane crashes attributed to poor visibility by integrating a high-resolution display, terrain databases, and Global Positioning System technology. "The current baseline ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1220m.html#item9>      to the top 
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Net Domain Costs on the Rise?


ICANN is drawing ire over a new requirement, set to take effect next year, that charges a 75-cent annual fee for all .net domain names. ICANN is able to implement the new fee system because VeriSign's contract as operator of the .net TLD expires next June, and the 75-cent fee will be included in the ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1220m.html#item10>      to the top 
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Federal Anti-Spam Law Gets Mixed Results


The Controlling the Assault of Non-Solicited Pornography and Marketing (CAN-SPAM) Act passed into law by Congress last January has not stanched the flow of spam email, which has swelled in volume thanks to spammers' increasingly sophisticated tactics and their tendency to operate outside of ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1220m.html#item11>      to the top 
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Security Is a Moving Target


The dangers enterprise development professionals must contend with are amplified by the expanding preponderance of Web-enabled applications that expose their finished products to even more intruders, and by the accelerated development cycles of customer-facing or ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1220m.html#item12>      to the top 
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Cybersecurity Slips as a Homeland Security Priority


Computer security experts fear cybersecurity is losing momentum at a time when Homeland Security needs to focus more attention on the issue. The Intelligence Reform Act that Congress passed last week does not create a position for an assistant secretary of cybersecurity for the Homeland ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1220m.html#item13>      to the top 
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Will Open Source Software Unlock the Potential of eLearning?


One possible reason why e-learning has fallen short of its potential is the perception of education as a market, rather than environment, for learning, argues rsmart group President Christopher D. Coppola. Markets and their commercially-oriented foundations support homogeneity, whereas environments ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1220m.html#item14>      to the top 
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Trading Privacy for Health


Doctors and computer scientists are building new information-based medicine frameworks that allow quick analysis of broad sets of patient data--but though digitizing patient records and adding new genetic test information will undoubtedly prove beneficial to health care, it also poses threats to ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1220m.html#item15>      to the top 
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Enterprise Search: The Next Frontier


Enterprise search engines are increasingly desirable as the volume of unstructured enterprise data swells. Enterprise search engines, unlike Web search engines, can search files no matter what format they are written in or what repository contains them, and they boast support for numerous ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1220m.html#item16>      to the top 
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Sensor Webs


The Open Geospatial Consortium (OGC) is developing geospatial standards in order to realize the dream of an "open sensor web" envisioned by its industry, government, and academic constituents. The consortium's Sensor Web Enablement (SWE) group is focused on developing a flexible technical ... 

[read more] <http://www.acm.org/technews/articles/2004-6/1220m.html#item17>      to the top 

  _____  

To submit feedback about ACM TechNews, contact: technews@hq.acm.org <mailto:technews@hq.acm.org?subject=Feedback about Technews> 

To unsubscribe from the ACM TechNews Early Alert Service: Please send a separate email to listserv@listserv.acm.org <mailto:listserv@listserv.acm.org?subject=signoff technews&body=signoff technews> with the line

signoff technews

in the body of your message.

Please note that replying directly to this message does not automatically unsubscribe you from the TechNews list.

ACM may have a different email address on file for you, so if you're unable to "unsubscribe" yourself, please direct your request to: technews-request@acm.org <mailto:technews-request@acm.org?subject=Unsubscribe>

We will remove your name from the TechNews list on your behalf.

For help with technical problems, including problems with leaving the list, please write to: technews-request@acm.org <mailto:technews-request@acm.org?subject=Technical Assistance> 

to the top 

© Copyright 2004 Information, Inc. <http://www.infoinc.com/copyright.html> 

  _____  

© 2004 ACM, Inc. All rights reserved. ACM Privacy Policy <http://www.acm.org/serving/acm-privacy.html>. 


